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ANNUAL DISCLOSURE 2021 
General Overview  

Peter’s Pence (the Obolo) is the name given to the financial support offered by the faithful to the Holy 
Father as a sign of their shared concern with the Successor of Peter in addressing the necessities of 
the Universal Church and to help those most in need. 

In 2021 the Obolo’s income amounted to € 46.9 million, while the expenses sustained totaled € 65.3 
million, as shown below in Table 1. 

 

€(000.000)        2021 
Income         46.9  
  Donations         44.4  
  Financial & Other            2.5  
Expenses         65.3  
  Contributions         64.0  
  Financial & Other            1.3  
Total   (18.4) 

 

Table 1: income and expenses overview 

 

Donations received by the Obolo 

Peter’s Pence consists of: 

- the collection carried out during the solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul in all dioceses of the world;  
-     the offerings received via wire transfers, postal slips, checks, cash and through the web page  

https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en/dona.html ; 
- inheritances and bequests. 

Registration of all donations are clustered under four different sources (Table 2): 

- Dioceses 
- Private Donors 
- Religious Orders 
- Foundations. 
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€(000.000) 
 

2021 
Donations Received 

  

Dioceses                                29  65.3% 
Foundations                               9.8  22% 
Private Donors                                  4  9% 
Religious Orders                               1.6  3.7% 
  

  

Total 44.4 100% 
 

Table 2: donations breakdown by donor 

 

The donations mentioned above may also all be grouped according to originating country, except for 
those under the categories Religious Orders and Foundations. 

 

€(000.000)   
        
2021 

Countries                          33  74.3% 
United States of America 13 29.3% 
Italy 5 11.3% 
Germany 2.3 5.2% 
Korea 1.4 3.2% 
France 1.2 2.7% 
Spain 0.9 2% 
Brazil 0.9 2% 
Ireland 0.8 1.8% 
Czech Rep. 0.6 1.3% 
Canada 0.4 0.9% 
All Others 6.5 14.6% 

  
  

Others 11.4 25.7% 
Foundations                               9.8  22% 
Religious Orders                              1.6  3.7% 
      
Total 44.4 100% 

 

Table 3: donations breakdown by originating country 

 

Contributions granted by the Obolo 

All the collections received by Peter’s Pence aim at supporting two main areas of the Pope’s Universal 
Mission: funding the activities of service carried out by the Roman Curia (e.g. formation of the 
clergy, communication, promotion of human development, education, justice, etc.), and contributing 
to numerous charitable works that directly assist those most in need. 
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Overall, as previously pointed out, donations and contributions granted during 2021 by the Peter’s 
Pence Fund added up to € 65.3 million, € 46.9 million of which have been funded thanks to the 
offerings received in 2021, whereas the remainder, totaling € 18.4 million, have been funded by its 
patrimony. These initiatives can be further broken-down as follows: 

- € 55.5 million to support the activities promoted by the Holy See in carrying out the Holy Father’s 
Apostolic Mission; 

- € 9.8 million to implement projects of direct assistance to those most in need.  

 

€(000.000)   2021 
      
Source       65.3  
From 2021 Income (Table 1)       46.9  
From Patrimony       18.4  
      
Destination       65.3  
Support to Apostolic Mission        55.5  
Projects of direct assistance         9.8  
      

 

Table 4: donation breakdown by source and destination 

 

Direct assistance to those most in need (€ 9.8 million) 

The Pope, the Pastor of the Universal Church, is concerned with the material assistance to poor 
dioceses, religious institutes and faithful with serious difficulties (the poor, children, the elderly, the 
marginalized, as well as situations involving victims of natural disasters, war victims, Bishops or 
Dioceses in need, Catholic education, aid to refugees and migrants, etc.). 

Throughout 2021, the Holy See, in carrying out its Apostolic Mission, has donated more than € 35 
million. The Obolo itself has funded 157 different projects in 2021 across 67 different countries, for 
an amount of € 9.8 million (included in the € 35 million previously mentioned), geographically 
distributed as follows:  

 

€(000.000)       2021 
Continents Projects % € % 
Africa  63  40.1% 4.1 41.8% 
America  35  22.3% 2.3 23.5% 
Asia  38  24.2% 2.5 25.5% 
Europe  20  12.7% 0.8 8.2% 
Oceania 1 0.7% 0.1 1.0% 
Total 157 100% 9.8 100% 
          

Table 5: number of projects divided by continent 
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The activities promoted may be divided into three different areas: i) social projects; ii) support to the 
evangelizing presence of churches in need; iii) expansion and preservation of the evangelizing 
presence with new churches.  

€(000.000)   2021 
Project    €               % 
Social projects     4.7                48.2% 
Support to the evangelizing presence of Churches in need     3.2                32.2% 
Expansion and preservation of evangelizing presence with 
new churches     1.9 

                        
               19.6% 

Total    9.8             100% 
 

Table 6: projects divided by category 

 

The following are some examples of projects per category, as shown in the table above: 

i) Social projects: these initiatives encompass aid towards local communities.  

€(000)     
Country Project Amount 
Haiti  Construction of  a building for the youth in Saint Bertin Church              83  
Zimbabwe  Contribution to build a school complex in Chinhoyi              82  
Philippines  Project “Ending sexual exploitation and trafficking of children on-line” in Cubao             82  

 

ii) Support to the evangelizing presence of Churches in need: these activities are meant to help, 
strengthen and assist local Churches, congregations etc., operating in needy or mission 
countries. 

€(000)     
Country Project Amount 
Costa Rica  Protection of Human Dignity             83  
South Sudan  Dormitories for  the “Good Shepherd” Church - Diocese of Rumbek              79  
Indonesia  Dormitories for the “Seminary of Jesus the Lord” - Diocese of Maumere              83  

 
iii) Expansion and preservation of the evangelizing presence with new churches: these projects 

aim at strengthening and encouraging new-born local Churches in their evangelizing presence, 
through the construction of new buildings, facilities or churches as well as maintenance of the 
existing ones. 

€(000)     
Country Project Amount 
Ecuador  Holy Trinity Monastery reconstruction project - Archdiocese of Quito              83  
Uganda  Continuation of construction of a new cathedral - Diocese of Morato              83  
India  Construction of Dalabari Parish Church - Diocese of Bongaigon              70  
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Support to the Holy Father’s Apostolic Mission (€ 55.5 million) 

The offerings of the faithful are intended to support the activities of the Holy Father in favor of the 
entire Universal Church, which includes the needs for evangelization (spiritual, educational, justice, 
communication, political charity, diplomatic activity, etc.). These activities are carried out by the 
Holy See, and many of the services provided and destined for the universal Church are possible thanks 
to Peter’s Pence. In fact, it guarantees the activities of the Dicasteries that assist the Pope every day 
in exercising his ministry. 

For representation purposes, the different Dicasteries and entities of the Holy See are clustered in: i) 
Entities performing services & administration; ii) entities managing the patrimony; iii) entities that 
support the Holy Father’s Apostolic Mission.  

In 2021, the total expenses of the 70 Dicasteries and entities grouped as “Supporting Apostolic 
Mission” of the Holy Father amounted to € 237.7 million, € 55.5 million (23%) of which were funded 
by the Obolo. These entities are consolidated in the following groups: 

€(000.000)         

Apostolic Mission Groups Total 
Expenses  Obolo Contribution 

  € % € % 
Support to Local Churches in Difficulty and 

Specific Contexts of Evangelization 
46.6 19.6% 10.9 

 

Message Diffusion 38.1 16.1% 8.9 
 

Cult and Evangelization 36.9 15.5% 8.6 
 

Donations and Contributions 35.0 14.8% 8.2 
 

Apostolic Nunciatures  32.4 13.6% 7.5 
 

Organization of Ecclesial Life 14.8 6.2% 3.5 
 

Historic Patrimony 13.3 5.6% 3.1 
 

Academic Institutions 8.8 3.7% 2.1 
 

Human Development 4.6 1.9% 1.1 
 

Education, Science & Culture 4.0 1.7% 0.9 
 

Life and Family 3.2 1.3% 0.7 
 

Total 
237.7 100% 55.5 23% 

 

Table 7: Apostolic mission groups 

 

“The Church is all of us! All those who follow the Lord Jesus and who, in his name, come 
close to the least and the suffering, seeking to offer a little relief, comfort and peace.” 

Pope Francis, General Audience, 29 October 2014 


